RS (A IR
LIFE SK'%TCHES OF THE ALVARS

PrESENTED BY?
dl/(inishy of Education

GOVT. OF INDIA

stz ERRPEaaRS: aiew awsRw
sremRAgfEEa, arRaeen: afendnagrafmE,
Freadtd: salE s

Tt Y AFTAC@IAN:
gl

“ With the Financial Assislance from
the Afinistry of Education, Government of Indie™

TWAEE: TREER
sfgERguaREargR T Aledsinaaes:
wredfT ST BLIATIA:
aifrmRzratize



All Rights Reserved by the Editor & Publisher

BALADHANVI JAccu SUDARSANACHARYA
SAHITYA VEDANTA VIDVAN
HEAD OF THE DEPARTMENT OF VISHISTADVAITA VEDANTA
MAHARAJA’S SANSKRIT COLLEGE, MYSORE

First Editson 1969

PRINTED BY
SAMSKRITA SAHITYA SADANA
2, DEVAPARTHIVA ROAD, CHAMARAJAPURAM, MYSORE 4



Fruavgma e

ForE-wORD
SETAH

IERFIT AT EE
gRamaflaq
REGEICERE
gergRafan }
AGEHEARIT,
FeREERanad
faogeaiay
MaEftan

s faia
qorgfafan,
sEFRARERE
Frzfigiafan
Arafgfxaiay
Eeteciuiint
I TUR:
agasa: fgdfia:
agee: gl
wafrowf

INDpEX

vii

N A

Ro

R
EAY
uy
&8
g%
wme
<X
LA
LEE
308
EE
R



wogf:
g

wfrgara

AR
ﬁaﬁtﬁﬁ:

ReCeil

¢y RegegR:
Q) Mad
g0) WAEFRIAR:
) awgf:
R) wHEER:
$3) iU
1%) HwafegR:

VIRt



THE AUTHOR

AN

ARAAR,

ANRIAFA FASAR,

JAJL — t~A=-qL0Y QAT — U¥-£L-Q8ke



vi

saints and earn felicity of expression in Sanskrit. Shri
Japgu Venkatacharya was a great scholar having a
number of Sanskrit books to his credit, and the present
work is a fine literary specimen of the learned prolific
writer.

VARANASI-2 }

201k August, 1969 S. N. SHASTRI
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INTRODUCTION

1 bow before the Divine Seers of great devotion and
detachment  through the spontancous compassion of Visgu
whose ambiuon 1s the uphftment of men

The Lord of Sti, the Supreme Person endawed with infinite
auspicious qualities, the Self fulfilled Absolute known as Para-
Brahman, the sole cause of the world in the Abode of Blss
afforded to men an apportunty for salvation by providing them
with body and senses and by offering the many lores of know-
ledge and their imparcers, enabling them to grasp the five-fold
truth

Men g suil
chose the path of mncarnatng Himself and, appearng as Nara
and Narayana, demonstrated the conduct respectively of the
pupil and the preceptor  The incarnation appeared in a senes
with the aim of turning the human mind along the right path The
abnormality observed 1n tbe incarnations kept people away
under fear Thereupon the Lord wntroduced mto the troubled
world devotees sanctified by His grace, who, being fintte minds
alike the strayimg minds, taught and hved a life of stamnless
serenity

il

and i d, the Lord

Tue Pre eMinence oF Tae Divine Seers

‘The divine seers by the grace of the Almighty, tided over
the surging waves of ignorance, postessed knowledge of the Real,
the means to 1t and the value of realising 1t, and stationed them-
selves securely at the final end of God dependence Pained at
sceing men plunged 10 1gnorance despiie ther wntrinsic deserved
ness to enjoy Bliss, the Se~rs passed on their wisdom and pul a
great many 2long the path 1o Perf 2.
devotton and subservience towards God  This type of effort proved
effective and agreeable The Seers who were successful 10 this
missson naturally became receptacies of God s umque grace and
love Of the mnumerable gified seers, ten bave come to be
adored as prominent even as the ten Avataras of God m the
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wfinite series of His descent  They are — 1 Bhiitamum
2 Saromunm 3 Mahadahvayamum 4, Bhatta natha
5 Bhakusara 6 Kulacekhara 7 Yogivdha 8 Bhaktanghn
renu 9 Parakala and 10 Parankus’amunt Sr1 Goda,
daughter of Bhattanathamuni and Madhura Kawvy, the direct
pupil of Sr1 Parankusamuni, though counted as the eleventh and
twelfth, are treated along with their Acaryas  Mention of this
category of acacyas 13 made 1n the Paficaratras with great respect
and praise .

The relative mersts of the divine seers are based on then
out-look and canduct  As the seers emerge far superior to the
common man, so the divinc seers occupy a status far superior
to the *eers  Among the divine seers, Bhattanatha occupies a
high status for, ignoring his personal gain, Moksa he offered
what 15 known as Maigalais @sanam (heaping goodwill) to the
Almighty surrounded 1 the world by persons spiritually polluted
by the advent of the age of Kalh, The disparity between
Bhattanatha and Goda, his daughter, 13 equally glanng
Normally the Lord awakens the mortals from their slumber and
presents Himsell before them  Goda on the other hand took the
mitiative and waking up the Slumbering Lord’ prevailed upon
Him to condescend to accept ber service and install her on the
Throne of Service  The sex of Goda gamns significance 1n the
context of devouon taking the form of love when the finite mind
breomes 1the spouse

The 1mportance of the role of the devotee even tn preference
to the Almighty ts stressed 1n the s'astras and he 15 projected as
the only object of constant observation and approach  The
Upanisads speak of Atman as the one object of heaning, conside-
ration, med and R ling the mner significance
of the Upanisadic Atman, the Smrt: contamns the remark—

Ahlada sita netrambuh pulakikyta gatravan

Sad@ paragunBusstah drastavyah sarva dehibhik

The splendour of the ‘Observing Reality® 1s more mnviung
10 man than that of the ‘observed Reality > The observer 13 seen
God ntoxicated, with his body bristhag all over and his eyes
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shedding tears af joy This 1 a thrlling experience of one 1n trae
costacy and He alone descrves to catch our attestion, for all times

The divine seers Iived long ago  They are mstalled and
prescrved n wconie frames 1n the holy places providing an
apportunity for their meditatian aad warship  The seers appear
off and on hike Suka and Saunaka and even 11 modern umes we
do come across secrs such as Laksmudasa in Yadavadn (Melkote)

BioorAPHIES OF THE DIvINE SeERs

The biographical sketches abour the diviae seers mainly deal
with the story of their shaping vnder the grace of God  Many
such books have been writien 1 Sanskrit, Sansknitised Lami]
{Manipravala) and other languages of the land  Thurty five such
books are now available, alihough many of them are sull 1n
manuscript form  The first of the wniters 18 ane Garudavahana.
Pananta, a poraty of St R jacaraya

The present work 13 a version 1 Sansknt of the not un-
wieldy classic of Pascat Sundaramunt It waswritten by S Jaggu
Venkatacarya svamin of the Baladhanvin family, who haded
from Yadavadn A renowned scholar, honoured all over for his
deep, wide and crincal learming and adored for his pious hving,
Venkatacarya acceded to the wishes of scholars, savants and
students at Melkote, gave diucourses on occastons of avatara
(burth day) celebrations of the respective Divine Scers aod la tcr
preserved them 10 his wrinngs

Tue Act or Tre Diviyz Seers

Modern scholars beld that the Diwvine Seers flourished between
the 7th and 9tb century A D Ramanuja wasborn 1n 1012 A D
Nathamunt the grand father of St Yamunacarya Ramanuja’s
parama guru may be sad to belong to the 9th ceawmry A D
He obtained the Dravida Veda direct from Parankas’a moare
ceommonly known as Sathakopa or Nammalvar The entre
bulk of the Dravida Veda and the several seers responnble for the
different sections of the Dravida Vedanta must be assigned to a
period in which Sathakopa figures ag the last
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Madhurakaw, a direct disciple of Sathakopa 1s said to have
produced a verse of his master at a great gathering of Tamil
scholars and poets A noted poet, Kambar by name, acknow
tedged the towering quahity of Sathakopa’s work and, 1 token
of that he posed a ct | piece, viz , Sathagopan
andads Tamll This incident leads to the conclusion that
Madhurakavi was a contemporary of Kambar

Sambandhar, another Sawite poet of great fame, who
belonged to the 7th century A D, 13 said to have met Parakala,
another divine seer, and snvited him to a controversy 1n which
Parakala came out victortous Parakala makes mention of a
king Vaira megha who 1s 1denufied with Dantidurga Vajra-
megha  There 1s also a reference 1o Pallva kings  These are
some of the considerations of modern scholars to fix the age of
the Divine Seers somewhere between the 7th and 9th cent A D

Another type of d 13 labe to that the
Diwvine Seers (Klvars) belonged to great antquity  Vyasa, the
author of the Brahma Sutras and the epic Mahabharata, lived
prior to 3000 BC as evidenced by the Mahabharata tself  In
the Brahmasutras (Paficaratra adhikarana) Vyasa discusses the
validity of the Paficaratra which on that account must belong
to a sull earher period Sankara, Ramanuja and ether
Vedantins have construed the four siitras of the said adhikaraga
as rclating to the valhdity of the Paficaratras although that
name 1s not speaifically mentioned theretn  In the Pancaratra
Samhitas mention 1s made explicitly of the divine seers and
their contribution It 1s therefore approprate to hold that the
Divioe Seers lived even prior to Vyasa,1¢ 3100 BC

As regards the names Pallava etc, occurring 1n the works,
one way of thinking 1s that a name ts not resiricted to ooe
person enly but 1t may refer to many in the series bearing that
name Thc Vlsqu-puraqa makes this point clear in IV 24-117,

dh, akkyat kule kule
Paunaruklyadd}u szmja: m na may® pankirtita

In the absence of sufficicnt data ta the contrary, on the
basts of internal evidence vital to the growth of philosople life,
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1t may not be mmproper to assign to the divine seers the age
gwen them 1n the tradutional biographic works,

Tue Works or THE DivINE Seers

Expressions passed through the medium of the divine seers
immersed deep 1n divine ecstacy came to be hnown as the Divine
Songs, the Dravida Veda, etc  They share 1n full measure the
characternistics of what 15 commonly regarded as the Vedas Their
teaching is the elucidation of the Vedanta philosophy  They are
styled as the best gloss  They are the Vedas 1n so far as tbey refer
to the vedic content directly, dently and 1n
They are also anelucidation as they present the content with utmost
clarty and fulness, These Prabandhas are 24 1n number contain.
ng a total of exactly 4,000 verses, Like the Gayatri Ramayaga,
they contam the smport of Vispu Gayatsi Many other works 1n
prose and in verse are said 1o have been composed by them as
gathered from the line “Vrtta gadydtmikam ramyam" The
prabandha d-dicated to Sti Remanuja known as Ramanua

d. forms an gral part of Prabandhal € as 1t
refers to the apostle’s “Ftman enlightenmem” covenng the
nteauon of the Upansadic “Auman”

Tre Hory SnriNes

Holy shrines are those where the Creator has chosen to
reveal Himself 1n full halo and glory They are known as
Divya deslas  They are said to be 108 10 number  The divine
secrs refer to these shrines  Of them 4 are specially significant
The ugmficance 18 shared by these four umformly This s
mentioned 1n the Guruparampara works m detail  Sr3 Vedanta
deska of the 13th-—14th century A D refees n his Sankalpa-
Suryodaya X 90 to these four important shripes, viz , Sr1 Ranga,
Vrsabhacala, Karigirt and Srimad Yadu-ksmabhrt

Sr1 Ramya Jamatrmum (14th cent A D ) 1n his mangala-
astaka refers to the four shrines including Yadavade ~

Kamalakuca kasturi kardamaik ks

Yadavades muasays Sampatpuiraya maosgal
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In th~ famous place of Sravana Belagola, a Jama resort, a
Kanrada stone tascription reads thus  Kotl Tiumalar Perumal
kol Twrundrayanapuram modalgda In the Yatindra pravaga
prabhava all these four shrines are mentioned The verse attributed
to Ramanuja cited 1n the above work refers to the four shrines
1

Sriraga ma, manim kar
Srivenkatadn s skharalays Kalamegham
Srikastisarla s skharoygoala paryalem
Srisem namams ssrasa yadus atlodipam
Ramanuja, the Ekalavya of Yamunacarya has ncluded
Yadus aila on the authority of Parankus'a in the first verse
of his Tiruvaimoh which refers to the four shrincs an the four
feet of the verse The last foot refers to the feet of Narayana
associated with S oin a general way and 1n parucular In the
first decad of the 4th centum known as Oru ndyagam Of the
Paficaratra the two samhitas Satvata and Jaya powntedly refer
to the four shrines —
Bhagavad vyakts des esu svayam vyaklesu bhutale
4 ate mukhyam 1 bhut 5t
Sriratgam Vetkatadris ca Hastss aslas fatahparam
Tato Nargyanidns ca digya sthana-catustavam

It 1s to be remembered that the four shrincs have receiwved
uniform consideration at all stages 1n the history of Sr1 Vaisnava
rel gion  The contention that only three shrines, to the exclusion
of Yadavadn of immense value to the rehigious minded, 13 recog
nised by the Alwars 13 therefore unfounded and unorthodox

The Guruparampara n cisence serves the purpose of
throwtag light on the God soaked Divine Scers, their works and
the holy shrines of lasung and untatned sancuty which have
raued them to heights from which they ceaslesly shower their
blessings on mankind to secure their emancipation

A close study of the lives and warks of Alvars reveals the

reasures of knowledge which would otherwise lic for ever hidden

Maharaja’s Sanskrit College } Jaoou SUDARSANAGHAR

Mysore 15-9-1969
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